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Houston LGBTQ+ Political Caucus Statement on ICE Detention and Actions by Mayor
John Whitmire

HOUSTON, TX — On Wednesday, December 3, 2025, the membership of the Houston LGBTQ+
Political Caucus voted to release the following statement:

The Houston LGBTQ+ Political Caucus is deeply alarmed by the recent report that a gay Houston
man, Jorge, was detained by ICE during what should have been a routine asylum interview. He
has no criminal history and followed every legal requirement. He sought safety after fleeing
Honduras due to violence he faced for being gay. The decision to detain him without warning,
move him between facilities, and place him in one of the toughest immigration courts in the
country represents a deeply troubling escalation in enforcement. It endangers LGBTQ-+
immigrants and violates fundamental principles of safety, dignity, and due process.

This case reflects a broader pattern of actions by Mayor John Whitmire that undermine the safety
and civil rights of LGBTQ+ Houstonians and other vulnerable communities, and are inconsistent
with the core principles of The Caucus.

The mayor publicly defends cooperation between HPD and ICE at a time when LGBTQ+
immigrants and law-abiding undocumented families fear detention, separation, and removal even
when no violent crime has occurred. Cooperation of this kind erodes trust in law enforcement and
places vulnerable people at greater risk. These practices are especially dangerous for queer and
trans immigrants, who face higher levels of violence, harassment, and persecution in detention and
in deportation proceedings.

The removal of the Montrose Pride crosswalk after political pressure from Governor Abbott added
to these concerns. This crosswalk honored LGBTQ+ history and affirmed LGBTQ+ youth and
families. While rainbow crosswalks, and other ‘non-standard’ crosswalk designs, remain in cities
across Texas—including in Houston—and other mayors have chosen to fight this absurd
regulation, Whitmire capitulated almost instantly, throwing our community under the bus. Its
removal undermined LGBTQ+ visibility in Houston’s most historic LGBTQ+ neighborhood and
caused real harm to those who rely on public affirmations of belonging and safety.

The mayor also chose to headline a fundraiser for Congressman Dan Crenshaw. Crenshaw
supports transphobic and homophobic policies and legislation that restricts healthcare access and
reduces food assistance. These policies harm LGBTQ+ people, seniors, low-income households,
and families seeking stability. He went so far as to hold a press conference last March marking
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‘De-Trans Awareness Day’ to undermine our community's access to affirming care. Providing
financial support to an elected official who advances harmful and anti-family policies is
incompatible with the mission of The Caucus to eliminate prejudice, violence, and injustice.

The Houston LGBTQ+ Political Caucus has defended equality and civil rights since 1975. We
believe accountability is necessary when public officials take actions that conflict with these values
and place vulnerable communities in harm’s way.

In light of Mayor Whitmire’s actions and associations that consistently run counter to The Caucus’
mission, we—as a non-partisan organization—affirm and support the efforts of Harris County
Democratic precinct chairs to uphold the values of equality, justice, and community safety through
the resolution before them at December’s CEC meeting. Houston must remain a city that protects
every resident, honors LGBTQ+ history, and defends the dignity of all people.
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The Houston LGBTQ+ Political Caucus, the South’s oldest, civil rights organization dedicated
solely to the advancement of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and queer equality. Founded in
1975, The Caucus is the largest and oldest LGBTQ+ political organization in the city of Houston
and Harris County.



